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ABSTRACT 



This paper suggests that students and their learning should 
become the focus of everything that college faculty do, examining what is 
currently known about student learning and where this knowledge comes from. 
Two large volumes have been published on what is known about student learning 
in college. A distillation of what is known can be extracted from research 
on: seven principles for good practice in undergraduate education; three 
critical conditions for excellence; and nine strategies for improving student 
learning. The seven principles of good practice emphasize: student -faculty 
contact; student cooperation; active learning; prompt feedback; time on task; 
high expectations; and respect for diverse talents and ways of knowing. In 
order to know how students learn, it is essential to find out what makes them 
tick. Research should become the working partner of both personal experience 
with learning and focused conversations about learning with colleagues. 
Faculty must know what to look for (through research) , observe themselves 
participating in lifelong learning (self -ref lection) , and be much more aware 
of students' learning. A powerful advantage of using research findings to 
start conversations about learning is that it is a way to involve faculty and 
administrators actively in learning. (Contains 18 references.) (SM) 
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Kenneth Bruffee is a professor of English at Brooklyn college and an advocate of "nonfoundational social constructionism," which to my mind, is a rather 
awkward term for the belief that knowledge is socially constructed rather than discovered. "We construct and maintain knowledge," Bruffee says, " not by 
examining the world but by negotiating with one another in communities of knowledgeable peers" (1993, p. 9). Knowledge, he says, is "therefore not universal 
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First they collected a sample of 100 clocks, including clocks of different sizes, colors, and country of manufacture. They then measured very precisely to the 
minute how long the clocks in each group ran. Upon analyzing their results, they found that while there did not seem to be a statistically significant differences 
in the running time of clocks of different colors, they did find that small clocks tended to run longer than large clocks, and they found one very exciting 
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